Don’t Give Up
In John 21:3, we read of Peter telling his fellow-apostles, "I am going fishing". He didn’t mean that he was going to fish just
that evening. What he meant was that he was quitting being an apostle - because he had been a failure at that - and was going
back to fishing permanently! Peter had given up his fishing business some years earlier when the Lord called him. He had
forsaken everything and sincerely followed the Lord, the best he knew how. But he had failed. He now felt that this business of
being an apostle was not for him. After 3½ years of listening to the most wonderful messages ever preached, by the greatest
preacher who ever lived, he had denied the Lord outright – and that too, not just once, but thrice. He had had enough of trying
to be an apostle.
But there was one thing he could still do well - fishing. He had done that since he was a boy and he was an expert at it. So what
should he do? He decided to be a fisherman once again. Some of the other apostles felt the same way too. They too had
forsaken the Lord in His hour of need and run away. So they would go back to fishing too, because they had failed at being
"apostles"!! They were sincere men. They had appreciated Jesus’ messages and their hearts had burned within them when
listening to Him. They had wanted to be His wholehearted disciples. But they had failed.
Your experience may be like theirs too. You may have heard powerful messages and been stirred by them. Your heart may have
burned within you when you heard God’s Word. You may have forsaken all and sincerely sought to follow after the Lord.
Perhaps you too have made "decisions" time and again, after listening to powerful messages. Perhaps after repeated failures,
you may have said to yourself at times, "This time I am really going to make it". But you have gone out and failed again. As
you look back today, perhaps all you can see behind you is failure piled upon failure, a thousand times over. Maybe some of
you are so discouraged today that you are thinking, "It is no use. I might as well give up. This gospel may work for others. But
it doesn’t seem to work for me. I am too far gone. I can never make it."
Are you feeling like that today? Have you decided that you are never going to try again because it’s no use trying? Have you
decided to go back to the world to seek a fortune or some empty pleasure there? Do you feel that it would have been better for
you to have been a thoroughly worldly person who made no pretense of being a Christian rather than claiming to be a disciple
of the Lord Jesus?
Well, that was exactly how those apostles felt when they decided to go back to fishing. And the Lord permitted them to go,
saying, as it were, "Go ahead. Try fishing and see if you can succeed there." So Peter and his friends tried all night to catch fish
– and failed miserably. They had never had such a bad night in their entire lives.
Actually, there were lots of fish in the lake of Galilee, and I’m sure the other fishermen caught plenty of them that night. Those
fish went near all those other boats. But God kept them away from Peter’s, so that not even one fish came near his. Those other
fishermen may even have come by Peter’s boat and told him what a good catch they had. And that must have made Peter and
his friends wonder all the more why they were not catching anything!
Peter was turning away from the calling of God upon his life and God had to break him once again by making him fail. Those
apostles had started fishing at about 6 o’clock in the evening. But Jesus didn’t come to them until about 5 o’clock the next
morning. The Lord knew that Peter was not going to get any fish that night. Why then didn’t He come earlier - as soon as they
went out - so that they wouldn’t waste their time? Why didn’t He come to them at least by 9 o’clock that night? Why did He
wait till 5 o’clock the next morning? Why did He wait until they were exhausted, after having struggled for 11 hours and
failed? In the answer to that question, we will discover God’s design in allowing us to fail. There we will see God’s purpose in
man’s failure. There we will understand why He never came to help us in the past, when we were struggling, despite our
repeated cries for help, and why some of our earnest prayers still remain unanswered.
When Peter and his friends went out to fish that evening at 6 pm, they were not failures. They were brimming with hope. By 9
pm, they hadn’t caught any fish and were perhaps a bit discouraged. But their outing could not still be written off as a "failure".
By midnight, they may have been quite depressed. By 4 am the next morning, they had begun to lose all hope. But they had
still to become total failures. For that to happen, they had to fail some more. The graph of their self-confidence was going

down. But it had to go all the way down to zero - to rock bottom. And that occurred only at 5 am. Then they were ready to give
up. Then they must have said, "It’s no use trying any more. Let’s go home."
That’s when the Lord appeared. That is God’s way. And the Lord filled their net to overflowing. They had never caught such a
good catch on any single day of their lives. That morning they caught 153 large fish. They had probably caught 20 or 30 fish
on good days in the past. But this was a real miracle. No-one had ever caught so many fish in one day in that lake. This catch
would go down in the record-books of Galilee! They would remember forever that the Lord did a miracle for them, just when
they had given up all hope!
Are you at your "wits end" today, not knowing which way to turn, or what to do next, because everywhere you have turned you
have experienced only disappointment and failure. Then, you are probably very close to the place where the Lord is going to
appear to you. Don’t give up! He is only waiting for your self-confidence to reach a zero-point. If He hasn’t come to you as yet,
it only means that the graph of your self-confidence has not reached a zero-point as yet. He still sees some strength of Self left
in you, which also has to go.....

by Zac Poonen
It seems as if we hate any other strength than our own. We will only accept help at the point of our complete exhaustion.
So where do we find new faith? Right at the point we struggled the most to avoid!!! If you will examine my own testimonial of entering His Rest that is
exactly what happened!!!
C:\Users\Tom\Documents\His Rest\testimonies\fourteen_pages2.pdf I did everything I could to not fail in faith, but I had
just had it!! The details of what happened are found on this link.
Tom Plumb

